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[81] As to the Hiroquois, he could not have run
against any, because he kept at a great distance from
them. I believe that the greater number of these
consulters of the Manitou are only deceivers and
charlatans. Notwithstanding this, when they advise
anything it is carried out exactly. If one of them
should tell the Savages that the Manitou wanted
them to lie down naked in the snow, or to burn them-
selves in a certain place, he would be obeyed. And,
after all, this Manitou, or Devil, does not talk to
them any more than he does to me.

Nevertheless, I am inclined to think that there are
some among them who really have communication
with the Devil, if what the Savages say is true; be-
cause some are seen to walk upon their huts, without
breaking them down. They become furious and act
as if possessed, striking blows hard enough to fell an
ox, and yet the pain passes [82] away very soon.
Without any great injury, they cover themselves with
blood, and are healed in a moment. They relate
many other similar things; but, when I question them
closely, they frankly admit that they have not seen
them, but have only heard of them. One does not
need to offer any very serious objections to their
stories, to interrupt and confuse them.

On the 15th of the same [month], our Savage came
to see us, and said that one of his sons-in-law had
dreamed that we would give him a piece of petun, or
tobacco, as long as his hand. I refused him, saying
that I did not give anything on account of dreams;
that they were only folly, and that, when I knew his
language, I would explain to him how they originated.
He replied to me that all nations had something es-
pecially their own; that, if our dreams were not true,



